
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Brooklyn Heights Service Clubs 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Brooklyn Heights Service Clubs Art in the Park 

Your Project Summary: The program features age-appropriate art projects, music, crafts and physical 

activities for children five through ten years of age. 

An intergenerational music and ice cream social program has been added, combining the children's 

program with a group of senior citizens. 

The addition of guest teaching artists contracted through the Beck Center and located by posting job 

opportunities on the CAC website has elevated the quality of our program. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $1500 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I unequivocally recommend Brooklyn Heights Service Clubs' Art in the Park project for full CAC 

funding. This project seeks specifically to serve two highly underserved populations - elementary age 

special needs children and seniors - with free and accessible arts programming to the people of the 

Brooklyn Heights neighborhood that is largely administered by volunteers. Their intergenerational music 

program is clearly connected to serving the citizens of their community and adds to the cultural vibrancy 

of Brooklyn Heights. Furthermore, I see every indication that Brooklyn Heights Service Clubs will be able 

to carry this project out. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - This application meets the funding criteria. This is a good example of how a volunteer 

service club can use the arts to enrich the lives of underserved children. The application demonstrated 

strong public benefit - the proposal clearly states that "elementary aged children" are the primary 

community being served, but with the additional benefit of connecting young people to seniors to support 

their "socialization" needs. They've also assembled an implementation team that including credible arts 

specialists, the Beck Center for the Arts, Park Board, and Brooklyn Heights Village.  Knowing that this is a 

volunteer organization whose history goes back to the early 1940s and that this is a repeat project, gives 

me confidence in their understanding of the community assets and needs, and in their ability to 

implement the plan as presented. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. Public benefit is evident as there are 

partnerships present in your community, particularly with getting in-kind support and appearing to have 

built good relationships with the community. The vibrancy of this project is evidenced in the engagement 

of both children and senior citizens, creative use of limited resources, and the engagement of 

professionals mixed with dedicated volunteers. I believe you have the capacity for the project, but please 

be careful with how you organize your budget. You list more revenue than expense, but most of that is 

in-kind support. You should have a balanced project budget showing the expenses that are covered by in-

kind support. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Comment: This project proposes a series of 18 free programs that would benefit hundreds of children, as 

well as elders in the community. Clear program description and focus on using funding to bring in skilled 

and talented artists to elevate the program. This sounds like a great project that would build the capacity 

of the org to create richer programming that would attract and benefit larger audiences. Several key 

partnerships are also already in place for this org. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project seems like a terrific public benefit for its community.  I love the manner in which 

the applicant aims to incorporate volunteers that are representative of the population served. And I love 

the attention to specific populations, and the varied programming offered. These speak to both the 

applicant's understanding of their community as a driving force behind their work, and the desire to keep 

program vibrant. The introduction of new programs to this year's festival also speaks to continued 

improvement. However, overall, the project only somewhat meets the funding criteria. I base this on a 

lack of specificity throughout the application. For example, the applicant mentions increased program 

offerings, but never offers specific examples of what that increased programming is.  Additionally, while 

the applicant identifies intergenerational activities and learning opportunities as one of the festival's focal 

points, it's never made clear what this intergenerational learning involves or how it will be facilitated. The 

support materials show a glimpse into the intergenerational component, but not enough to discern 

particulars. While I appreciate the attention paid to collaborative efforts in this proposal, and the fact that 

the community served is pretty well identified, it's not fully clear how the applicant will work with the 

community or other partners to carry out the project. I think the application would have benefitted from 

outlining, more specifically, how collaboration would be carried out, and from including representative 

artist bios. Finally, though the budget is clear and well thought out, if the objective of the festival is growth, 

why is the ask so low? This leads me to wonder about the organization's capacity to carry out a larger 

festival. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


